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St. Cloud Fraternity - Secular Franciscan Order

 It has wonderful to have so many of you 
join us via ZOOM gatherings.  It was so great just 
to hear your voices even though we could not 
see each other!  What wonderful technology for 
those who can understand all the ins and outs of it.  
Many, many thanks to Marcia Finnerty, our Trea-
sure for being willing to contact everyone each 
time we gather online.  We will be continuing to 
do our council meetings and Fraternity Gather-
ings until we can gather in person together gather 
again.  Let us all keep using the prayer sheets that 
we received from the Poor Clare  Sisters until we 
are down to as few as possible cases of Covid19 
or until we can receive a vaccine for this virus.
 We were a small group, but a joyful group 
who gathered at St. John the Baptist Church for 
Karen Schellinger’s Profession.  Even Father Je-
rome’s dog Buster celebrated with us!
We had our masks on as you can see from the 
pictures Mary Holtz took for us.  It would be in-
teresting to hear what people ten or thirty years 
say when they look at Shirley Hagen, our his-
torians, picture collection with these masks on.  
We have been going over pictures and wonder-
ing who the pictures of people are from twenty 
and thirty years ago.  Anyone out there think they 
could help us identify them?

Our September council meeting 
will be on September 19th at 10:30. The 
Fraternity Gathering will be the next 
day, September 20th at 1:00 via ZOOM. 
Please join us if you can!  Those who par-
ticipated by in August will be contact-
ed by Marcia.  If you want to join us via 
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telephone or computer, just give one of the 
council members a call.  

 Please keep the following members in your 
prayers:  Linda Ritchie, who needs to return to 
Mayo to check out additional pain.  She also fell 
and broke some ribs.  Also, for Rose Bechrich who 
spent time in the hospital and now needs to isolate 
for two weeks. Lisa Landwehr’s father, who fell and 
boke several ribs and has a slow bleed on his brain.
Two of our members lost loved ones. Let us contin-
ue our prayers for Gwen Scott, who lost her son in 
a motorcycle accident and Bernie Wesenberg, who 
lost her youngest son suddenly this summer.  Bernie 
has since moved to Country Manor and we do not 
have her new address yet.
 Kim Pappas, our Regional Minister, is ask-
ing for prayers for the Queen of Peace Region from 
Iowa where there has been signifi cant damage and 
power outages which prevent Ministers from at-
tending the Annual Meeting.  Millions of dollars in 
tree damage, statues and headstone broken in half 
in the cemetery where several SFO members are 
laid to rest.

God’s Blessings to each of you!  
Stay safe and healthy!
Connie Lacher, ofs
St. Cloud Fraternity minister

Minister

Franciscan Flame



 
July Council Meeting Minutes -Mary Holtz

 Council members present: Connie Lach-
er, Marcia Finnerty, Edith Daniels, Janet Hyk, 
Mary Holtz. 

Began meeting with The Prayer Inspired by the 
Our Father (Ritual book, page 101.) 
Secretary’s Report Correction to July Sec-
retary’s report: Amount of check to Jo Lambert 
for mileage to Prior Lake for Connie’s travel 
came to $50.00.
Treasure’s Report: Connie charged $105.00 
for Karen’s and Rita’s profession materials. 
Formation Report: Formation: Karen Schell-
inger’s profession was beautiful! Rita is waiting 
for the re-opening of the chapel for her pro-
fession. Edith has found a good book, “What 
it Takes”, to use with new members after pro-
fession. They will be given the option to use 
and return to the fraternity, or to purchase if 
they want to keep it. They will go through the 
book of 7 chapters over the phone. The book, 
What it Takes, can be purchased using the or-
der form on the back of the TAU magazine.
Ongoing Formation for September gath-
ering:  Article 16. Edith will send a letter to 
members regarding preparation for discussion, 
as well as a Holy Half Hour process form. 
Old and New Business: Shawn Colbert will 
not be with us as a speaker until we can meet 
physically again. 
 Connie will send a copy of “Sacred Ex-
change between St Francis and Lady Poverty”-
to Edith. 
 There will be no Salvation Army volunteers 
at this time.
 The Quinquennial is being planned for 
2023 in Arizona.

Held via zoom August 22, 2020   

 Lisa will put together the August, Septem-
ber, October newsletter.
 We should continue thinking about our 
2023 100th Anniversary celebration. Possi-
ble speakers could be Shawn Colbert, Father     
Steven, or Sr. Helen.
 Our SFO article will be in the October is-
sue of the Central MN Catholic.
 September Gathering(September 20, 2020)
Liturgical Prayer from Give Us This Day. This 
will include Gospel Sharing. 

Ended meeting with closing prayer from the 
Ritual. Next Council meeting:

Saturday, September 19, 2020, 
at 10:30a.m. Zoom meeting. 

Minutes submitted by Mary Holtz, OFS 
(fi lling in for secretary, Linda Penniston) 



 

Minister’s Report of 
Annual Ministers Meeting 
for Chapter of Elections

August 15, 2020 
Prior Lake Retreat Center

 Following Friday evening registration, Eve-
ning Prayer was on the Feast Day of St. Maxi-
milian Kolbe, OFM Conv.  The evening break 
gave me time to relax, read over the folder and 
eat my two energy bars since I left my supper 
on my cupboard at home :(   It was a good 
thing we had a protein fi lled delicious break-
fast in the morning!
 Since it was the Feast of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, we had a lovely
Liturgical prayer for opening our day.  Kathy 
Taromania gave an inspiring talk and time to 
refl ect on the question: In what circumstances 
and in what capacity can we (the local coun-
cil) bring into our fraternity issues of today for 
discussion and action.  A business meeting 
followed with a budget report.  Fair share will 
need to be increased by $5.00 making our Fair 
Share per active member $60.00 instead of 
$55.00.  At last years gathering in Buffalo the 
region held an auction that brought in at least 
$1,000. So that our Fair Share did not have to 
be increased.  This year that was not possible 
to do.  A vote was also taken on the changes 
in the Regional Guidelines.
 Lunch time was a long period as the re-
gional minister, Hazel Martin, had to attend a 

Minister’s Meeting - Aug. 15, 2020

video conference on what the national fra-
ternity had to decide on the 100-year Quin-
quennial celebration of the Secular Franciscan 
Order being in the United States since 1921.  
All the details are not fi nalized, but because 
a signifi cant amounvt of money had to be put 
down in order not to lose that money, plan 
was made to change the next Quinquennial to 
2023.  More information is to be coming lat-
er. 2023 also happens to be the Saint Cloud 
Fraternities 100th year of becoming a fraternity 
here in central Minnesota.
 Elections were held and like us in our fra-
ternity some of them switched chairs!
Minister: Kim Pappas; Vice Minister: Tim Taro-
mania; Mary Seger: Secretary; Formation Di-
rector: Mona Wolney; Area Councilors: Chris-
topher Mathias-Northern Minnesota, ND, SD.
Gordon Walker-Southern Minnesota and Wis-
consin; and Nebraska.  Tammy Keiter will also 
remain as the regional JPIC animato rand 
Kathy Taromania will continue as Regional 
Spiritual Assistant..  I missed seeing our dear 
Margie Florence, our former Formation Direc-
tor who was not allowed by her doctor to travel 
during Covid19.

by Minister Connie Lacher, ofs



 

Congratulations and a Warm Welcome to our 
newest member Karen Schellinger, OFS

 In a very Franciscan setting, an outdoor mass at St. John the Baptist parish just out-
side of Collegeville, Karen Schillenger, OFS made her public profession into the Secular 
Franciscan order. Karen’s pastor, Father Jerome Tupa was the celebrant for the mass. Her 
profession took place on Sunday, August 16th.
 Minister Connie Lacher and Formation Director Edith Daniels read parts of the 
profession as they gave Karen a copy of the Gospels, a San Damiano cross and the 
lighted Franciscan candle.  
Pictured left to right: Connie 
Lacher, Fr. Jerome Tupa, Kar-
en Schillenger, Edith Daniels 
and Marge Nierengartner. 
Mary Holtz took the photos. 
After the Mass we met at Kar-
en’s home for a “yogurt bar” 
and cake, coffee and juice. 
Members met with some of 
Karen’s family outside on her 
patio for refreshments. Karen 
has a beautiful home deco-
rated with the beautiful flow-
ers she grows. 

 Also pictured is Fr. Tupa’s dog, 
Buster, who was present during the entire 
Mass and barked on cue for the Alleluias 
to Karen during her profession! 
A very Franciscan dog!
Congratulations again to Karen!

Karen’s Profession
1. Stigmata    2. Pope Innocent III    3.Ecology     4. Little Poor Man     5. San Damiano



 
Ongoing Formation

by Formation Director Edith Daniels, ofs



Sunday, Sept. 20th

Upcoming Birthdays

Ruth Bollig. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .October 6th

Paul Thomas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 16th

Patricia Young. . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 19th

Linda Penniston. . . . . . . . . . . . .November 1st

Bernadine Wesenberg. . . . . . . . November 9th

Sr. Maurita Niedzielski. . . . . . . November 9th

Lisa Landwehr. . . . . . . . . . . . . November 14th

Mary Holtz. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .November 21st

Connie Lacher. . . . . . . . . . . . . December 19th

Michael Scovill. . . . . . . . . . . . .December 20th
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Phone: 320-363-4364
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Janet Hyk, OFS

Phone: 320-252-0961
 

Formation Director
Edith Daniels, OFS

Phone: 320-266-1176
Email: 

daniels1071@msn.com

Treasurer
Marcia Finnerty, OFS
Phone: 320-292-6643

Email: 
mkfinnerty1949@gmail.com

Secretary
Linda Penniston, OFS
Phone: 320-292-5368

Council Member
Paul Thomas, OFS

Phone: 320-229-7548
Email:

paul.thomas12028@gmail.
com

Council Member
Mary Holtz, OFS

Phone: 320-587-6890
Email:

rmholtz@hutchtel.net

 Franciscan Trivia

Next Fraternity Zoom Meeting

1. St. Francis was the first recorded person to receive what 
bodily spiritual gift? ________________

2. Which pope is credited for approving the first Franciscan 
order? (hint: he had a dream that confirmed his decision) 
_________________

3. In 1979, Pope John Paul II (now Saint) offically recognized 
Francis as the patron saint of what? _____________

4. St. Francis was known as “Poverello”, whic means what in 
English?  (3 words):  ____________  __________  ___________

5. What was the name of the first church Francis physically 
rebuilt with his own hands?  _____________________.

The answers to these questions are found on the bottom of 
page 5 of this newsletter.


